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Poisonous Plants Policy 
 
Rationale: 
Te Rāwhiti Kindergarten is committed to ensuring tamariki are kept safe from harm and 
upholding Ministry of Education Licensing Criteria HS12 in which hazards are eliminated, 
isolated or minimized. 
 
Te Whāriki: 
Well-being/Mana Atua: Tamariki experience an environment where they are kept safe from 
harm. 
 
Procedures:  

1. A list of plants poisonous to tamariki from Manaaki Whenua Landcare Research is 
attached to this policy. 

2. The listed plants are not to be bought or planted within the kindergarten gardens. 
3. Kindergarten kaiako are aware of the poisonous nature of the listed plants. 
4. Kindergarten kaiako supervise any gathering of flowers, fruits or vegetables by the 

tamariki. 
5. Kindergarten kaiako ensure that there is no unsupervised eating of anything whilst 

tamariki play in the garden and on trips. 
6. Tamariki wash hands after playing in the garden. 
7. Kindergarten kaiako have current First Aid qualifications in line with Licensing 

Criteria HS25 (One adult to every 25 tamariki). 
8. For any concerns around exposure to poisonous plants, kaiako will ring the National 

Poisons Centre on 0800 764 766 (0800 POISON). 
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